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protection and ſauegard, all thoſe, of what qualitle, xeligl- 
on, or condition that they bee, aſwell of the nobilitie, ofthe 
cleargie of the townes, as of the people, that will linke and . 
vnite themſelues to me in this good and honourable reſolu- 
tion: not permitting that their bodies or goods ſnall be toy. 
ched in any maner of ſorte, otherwiſe then in time of perfect 
pes ce, and when the lawes of the realme haue accuſtomed 
to deale with them. i 
And although that more then anye other I greeue to ſee 
difference of religion, & that more then anye other I with it 
remedied : neuerthelefle , acknowledging that this muſt 
come from God alone,(whoſe ſuocourheerin we muſt needs | 
attend Jand not to enforce it by armes or by violence: Iprõ | 
teſt before God, and in this proteſtation doe pawne my faith I 
and honour which by his grace I haue hetherto kept vnde- 
filed) that intheſame maner as L haue not endured, that they 
ſhould enforce mine one conſcience: in like ſorte I will 
neuer ſuffer not permit, that the catholikes ſhall by conſtraint 
be drawne from theirs, nor from the exerciſe of their religi- 
on. Declaring further, that in thoſe townes which togither Þ 
with me ſhall perfiſtin this minde, and ſhall ſubiect tem- 
ſelues vnder tlje obedience ofthe King my Lord, and myau- 
thoritie, I will not indure that anye thing ſhall be innouated, 


eyther in the politike eſtate, or in the church, except in as 
much as it ſhal concerne euery mans liberty. Ta king againe 
aſwel the perſons as the goods of the Catholikes, and eſpe- 
cially of the eccleſiaſticall fort vnder my protection and ſaue- 

gard . Hauing learned long agoe, that the true and onelye 
meaues to revnite the wee reduce them to the ſeruice 


of God, and to eſtabliſh pietie in anye eſtate, are mildneſſe, 
peace, and good examples: not warre, nor diſcord, by 
dhe which vi ces, and all maner of miſchiefes doo 
grow vp in the world, Giuen at Chat - 
telleraud,, the 4.of Marche. 
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| THE ERE NCH KINGS. 
DECLARATION VPON THE 
* TRVCE BY HIS MAIESTIE, 


graunted to the king of Nauarre, conteyning 
the ſpeciall cauſes and reaſons there- 
to moouing him. 


8 Enric by the arace of God, king of 
> > 4ranc and Poland. Toourfruſtte MX 
and welbeloued, the Officers of our — 
courts of Parlemet , gouernoꝛs and „ 
lieutenants general of our Pꝛouin⸗ 
ces, Bailiſfes, Seneſchalles, Pz0- 2 
Og uoſtes, oz their Lieutenants, + to all 3 
25 WS other our officers c ſnbtects, to whom 
it map appertaine, Dreett 1 
trueth of things be iudged by that which appeareth vnto " 
men, as it ought to be ſiththeycan haue no other certaine . 
pofe , and that to God onely it appertaineth to ſearch 
the in ward parts and affectionsof mens hearts: the ſinte⸗ 
nie ot our zeale and deuotion to the holy faith, and Catho- 
laue, Apoſtolique and Romane religion doeth ſuffittentlie 
deſend it ſelfe againſt all ſlaunders edecetfs, by the pzwofes 
which we haus peelded from gar routh, and alwaies conti- 
nued, as well in our life and oꝛdinarie pꝛofeſſion, as in fur⸗ 
 thering by al meanes, pea euen by armes, without ſparing 
dur owne life the aduauncement of Gods glozie, and eſta⸗ 
Alhment of the ſaid Catholique , Apoſtolique and Roman 
religion in all places of this Realme, whete it bath bene 
| Ganged 8 are thzough the bzingingt inofanew opinion, 
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tdioũ) our great griet᷑ ⁊ diſpleaſure , Wherin our pꝛincipal hin- 1 
dSerantce hath not pꝛoteeded ſo much of the induſtry and ſoꝛe 
bpb the followers and defenders of the ſaid new opinion, aa 
of others, who ſhꝛowding themſelues vnder a falſe pzetice 
of zeale to the ſaid Catholique Religion, haue a long time 
.* fought to ſeduce the moſt part of our Catholique Subicgs 
by falſe perfwaſions, and pꝛactiſed a League and ſecret af- 
ſociation among themſelues: whereof they were the chicfe, 
taines, vnder colour of aſſuring after vs it God ſhould call 
vs out of this wozld without iſſue ) the pzeſeruation of the 
ſaid Catholique religion, againſt ſuchof the new opinion ag 
might pzetend to ſucciede vs in this Crowne. 
But their end and purpoſe tending to the vſurpation and 
parting ot the ſame among themſelues, after they had made 
them a partie among our ſaid Catholique ſubiecs, and vn. 
derpꝛopped them ſelues by intelligences with ſtrangers, 
who might ſeeke the weakening of this Realme, to en⸗ 
creaſe their authozitie and greatneſſe. They baue dil Þ 
played againſt our perſon ę anthozitie , the ſecrets of their 
damnable dziftes: Firff by backbiting and miſrepozting 
dur actions, to bꝛing them into hatred with our people, and 
to dzawe their affections to themſelues vnder a plauſible 
hope which they iopned with the pꝛetence of religion, viz. 
to eaſe them of the charges, which the troubles of the time 
had bzought vpon them: pet neuertheleſſe their behautours 
in places vnder their commaund, were no fauourable wit- 
neſſes of their pzomiles in that bchalfe . Then beyng vn⸗ 
pacient of farther ſtap, theꝝ toke and leuied armes openly 
againſt vs, the fruite whereof ſhould pꝛincipally turne to 
their particular p2ofit , in reſpect of ſuch aduantages t con⸗ 
vitions as they would haue wzeffed from vs. The effec of 
the ſame impozting no other then the ruine and deftrucien 
ol our ſubiects and all aduancement of the Catholike reli⸗ 
gion, againſtthe which the continuall enterpꝛiſes of the a- 
' - fozeſaid againſt vs and our auctozitie , haue debarred vs 
from doing that endeuour that had bene requiſit to * 


their p ,ocedings. And in caſe the fl 
armies were pernitious to this ſtate , the ſequele is po 
moe hurtfull and daungerous , hauing by their ſubtil⸗ 
ties — repleniſhed France with trouble and vniner⸗ 

lull ciuill warre, ſeditions, contempt ot magiſtrates, bloud, 
A ,ranſomings,facke of gods both ſacredand pꝛofane, 
fozcing of women and maidens, and infinife other kinds 
of inhumanities and diſoꝛders, ſuch as the like was ne- 
ner ſcene oz heard of, & all to the great pzeiudice not ones 
ly of our auctozitie and royall perſon (againſt whom they 
haue openly declared themſelnes , not beingaſhamed to 
{ publiſh that they ſought after our very life) but alſo of 
- this floziſhing Crowne in generall, which they purpoſe tg 
ſhare and diſmember among themſelues, with the aſſocias 
ion ot ſtrangers to the great diſhonour and obloquie of the 
French name, but ſpectally of the nobilitie in old time ol 
ſuch kame and eſtimation thzoughout the whole wozld foz 
their vertue, pꝛoweſie and ſingular loue efivelitie to their 
Kings: yea and which is woꝛſe, to the great detriment of the 
Catholike, Apoſtolike : Romane religion. Foz beſides that 
tiuil warre coꝛrupteth god maners, c alienateth mos harts 
n leſſe from all piety and renerence to the honour of God, 


den fromall humaine charitie: this diviſion is the very 


meanes fo2 thoſe of the contrarie opinion to enlarge and 
ncreaſe their conqueſts . The which neuertheleſſe we pur⸗ 
poſing to pzenent to our power, and endenozing to reduce 
all things info a god ozver, whereto thzough Gods grace 
we had bzought them, and where from wee were diuerted 
though thele pꝛeſent troubles , wee haue yet ſince the be⸗ 
ginning ol p ſame ſought al meanes to vs poſſible by cour- 
teſieto reduce all our Catholike ſubiccts to a god ⁊ firme re⸗ 
union bnder our obedience, and by themeanes of the ſame 
bo put in execution that which, af their infant requeſt we 
p2omi-ſed in the aſſembly ot dur Eſtates. a 

Howbeit ſo karre was the harvneſſeof their hartes from 
being molliſied oz bent to any compaſſion of ſo many mils 
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6 
chiefes which they havecauſed,as not cotent with the diſoz, 
ders paſſed , no not with the raiſing-of molt of our towneg 
againſt vs, the flaying , impꝛiſoning oz depoſing of our offi, 
cers, the ranſoming of the weal hielt of ourrealme of what 
degree, Nate, qualitie, kind condition o2 age ſoener , pea 
euen the Clergte , the bzeaking of ourſeales, defacingof 
our armes, renting andſhamefull handling of our pictures; 
the eſtabliſhing of Counſels and officers at their owne fans _ 
taſtes, the ſpoiling of our treaſury , with all other aces of 
contempt, deriſion , hoſtility andcrnelty : but alſo heaping 
iniurp vpon iniurp, they pꝛepared to come and aſſaileonr 
own perſon with artillery taken out of our ſtozehouſes, and 
armies compoſed as well of our ſaid rebellious ſubiects as 
of ſtrangers in part contrary to the Catholike , Apoſtolike, 
and Roman religion, whereofthey nenertheleſfepzoclaime 
themſelues the onelp pꝛotectoꝛs, tothe ende togither with 
dur ſelnes to oppꝛeſſe all our god Catholike ſubiects and 
ſeruaunts, in ſteed of addꝛeſſing themſelues againſt thoſe 
of the confrary opinion whom they ſuffer in peace and li⸗ 
bert to ſtretch as farre as they liſt ,1s indeed they haue not 
ouerllipped the occaſton. Foꝛ the king of Nauarre while 
we were pꝛeparing and furniſhing our ſelues of foꝛtes fo 
our warranttze againſt the bad intents of theſatd rebels, 
toke and ſeazed vpon our townes of Niozt , S. Paixant, 
Paillezats, Chaſtelleraut, Lodune, Lifle Bouchart, Pon⸗ 
treuilbelap , Argenton, and Blanc in Berry , and ad⸗ 
uanced his fo2ces nere fo this towne, whither we were 
come vpon the firſt dap of his ſaid exploits, to the ende to 
take what oꝛder we could foꝛ the ſtopping of him from pꝛo⸗ 
ceeding any farther. Thus in the end knowing our ſelues 
vnable to perſoꝛme with our weapons, at ſuch time as we 
were vpon neceſſifte to employ them in the pꝛeleruation 

and defence of our owne perſon, together withour [aid god 
ſubiects and ſeruants againſt the rage and violence of the 
ſaid rebels whom we found inflerible to any conditions ot 


reconciliation , vpon ſuch motions as we had cauſed — 
. m 
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made vnto them: and againe conſidering that albeit our 
ſelues did know that he ſought not, as they, to aſſault our 


theleſe be greatly moleſted by his icaſe we toke 
not from him all occaſion to employ them accozding as the 
t eſtate of the affaires of this Realme did miniſter o⸗ 
poztunitie: and on the otherſide being v2ged x pꝛeſled by the 


dies and complaints ot our p2ouinces,moleſted by his par- 


} takers, to pꝛouide ſome remedy , and that rather by ſome 


- furceaſe of hoſtility then otherwiſe , without the which 
their fozce failing foꝛ to defend theſelnes,togither with the 
meanes fo entertaine men of warre , all hope of abilify fo 
ſuſtaine their liues c families was taken from them, and 


| cane of them conftrained th2ough the violence ot the euill, 


had ol themſelues compounded already, All theſe laid rea⸗ 
ſons by vs bꝛought into deliberation with the p2incesof our 

bloud, the officers of our Crowne and others of our Coun? 
ſaile about vs, among theſe extremities we could find no 
other meanes then to take and yeeld to our ſaid ſubiects 
ſome releaſe from warres on the behalfe of the ſayd King 
of Nauarre . And therefo2e to the ſame effect wee haue 
graunted to him foꝛ himſelfe and all his partakers a Truce 
and abſtinence of warre and of all hoſtilitie, accozding 
tohis requeſt vnto vs made in acknowledgement of his 
duetie toward vs, and being moued with compaſſion fo2 
the miſeries whereunto this realme is now bꝛought, which 

moueth all ſuch as yet retaine the feeling of god French- 
men to helpe to quench the fire of diuiſian that conſumeth 
it and ſtul thꝛeatneth the vtter ruine thereof, wherefro we 
neuertheleſſe hope that God of his godnefle will vet pꝛe⸗ 
ſerue vs to his glo2y againſt the dziftes and endeuours of 
thoſe who foz their pziuate ambition do deſire and p2oſes 
cute the diſſipation thereof: which Truce and abſtinence 
armes we meane ſhalbe generall thzoughout cur 
 Realme foz the ſpace of one whole yeare, beginning the 
third of this pzeſent moneth and ending at the like day 


| life and authoꝛitie, yet our ſaid-gwd lubieds might neuer 
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including both the one E the other foz all our god and faith, 
full ſabiecs that acknowledge our autho2itie , velding vg 
their due obedience , as alſo fo the fate of Auignon am 
Countie of Ueniſe apperfaining to. our haly Father the 
Pope, whom we will to be therein compziled , and thathig 
_ ſatoſubicctes may enioy it as being bnder our p2otection: 
with this charge and condition beſides pzomiſed by the ſaid 
king of Navarre , who hath vndertaken foz all his parta⸗ 
kers , that be ſhall not during the ſaid Truce employhig 
power o2 armies in any place either within oz without this 
Realme without our commaundemet 02 conſent: That he 
hall not enterpꝛiſe oꝛ ſuffer to be enterp2iſedo2 attempted 
any thing in ſuch place t places ofthecofifreys where aur 
authoꝛitie ts acknowledged. And that whereſoeaer he ſhall 
paſſe o2 ſoisurne, except in thoſe places which he held befoze 
the day afozeſaid,he ſhall not change oꝛ permit any change 
62 alteration in matter concerning the Catholicke Apoſto- 
licke and Romane Religion , neither that any harme oz 
moleſtation be offered to our Catholicke ſubiects, Clergie» 
men, 02 others that abide faithfull vnto vs oz are god ſet, 
uaunts, either in their perſons, gods o2 otherwiſe howſoe- 
uer:thatifduring this warre he oz his do take any fownes, 
_ cafes, oz other places by fozce , ſurpzile oz intelligence, 
either do enter in what ſozte ſoeuer, he ſhall immediatly 
leaue ⁊ permit them to be in our fre diſpoſition , accozding 
as he hath pꝛomiſed vs. That in reſpect of the pꝛemilles 


the ſaid king of Nauarre and his partakers ſhall haue te 


benefite of their gods , and the ſame to eniop ſo long as the 
ſaid Truce ſhall continue: As alſo inferchangeably they 
Hall permit the Catholicks both Clergie men e others our 
god ſeruaunts to enioy their gods and reuene wes in thole 
places that they do hold. 

Ule farther will e command vou, that enery one of vou 
ſo farre as it may concerne him, to obſerue and pꝛocure the 
obſeruing of the ſaid Trute and abſtinence of armes with 
all the contents aboue mentioned from point to po 7 8 


ding to the foꝛme and tenour thereof without gainlay⸗ 
ing oꝛ ſuffering any gainſaying of the ſame 7 Allo to pꝛo⸗ 


[« cure theſe p2eſentes to be read , publiſhed and enrolled, 
greozving as ned thall require , to the end no man pꝛetend 


ſſde ſo much as concerneth the defence of dur perſon and 
eſtat againſt the violence of the ſaid rebells, we haue bene 
alſo moued to make and agree fo the ſaid Truce foꝛ the be⸗ 
nefite that redoundeth to our Catholicke, Apoſtolicke & Ro 
mane Religion, and the reliet ol our god ſubiects, as there⸗ 
by hauing ffopped the pꝛogreſſe which the king of Nauarre 
bis partakers without this pꝛelent remedy might haue 
qu to the great detriment of dur Religib,4 the oppꝛeſſid 

pur ſaid god ſubiects, whileſt our foꝛtes, occupied about 
ffectafo2eſaid , could not haue bene oppoſed againſt 
: We do moꝛeouer pꝛoteſt againſt the ſaid rebells fo: 
their infringing of the vnion of all Catholicke ſubiectes, 
ſwozne-and confirmed to vs by the Deputies of our Ge - 
nerall CCates in their laſt aſſembly: as alſo we b2ge them 
to retoyne themſelues vnder our authozitie foʒ the pꝛeſer⸗ 


nation and aduauncement of the Catholicke Apoſtalicke 


and Romane Religion , foz that they onely are guiltie be⸗ 
; foze God of all the calamitie that may enſue ol the ſaid de⸗ 


whereol the warre that they make againſt vs is the onely 
tauſe. Remaining foz our obne part fully reſolued ne⸗ 
ver to depart from any one poinct that map appertaine to 
the pꝛeſeruation and exaltation of the ſaid Catholicke A- 
poſtolick and Romane Keligion, and to perſeuere in this 
holy entent thꝛough Gods grace, which we continually 
imploze- to our helpe foz this effect vnto the laſt gaſpe of 
dur life. And foz aſmuch as in many and diuerſe plas 
ces they may haue ne&de of theſe pꝛeſentes, wer will 
that vpon the ſight thereof being duely examined by one 

g our welbeloued aud I Notaries oz Secretaries, 
* 


any cauſe of ignozaunce : By the which we pꝛoteſt that be⸗ 


j /"ilonto the pꝛeiudice of bis honour and his holy Church, 


1 
+ 7: 2 


1 


bebt mrttazighnet! Foz luch 
is our pleaſure, 


Giuenat Tours the ſixtand twentieth of April, in the yere 

of grace, one thouſand fiue hundred foure ſcore and nine. 
And of our reigne the hftcenth. 
r Signed. 
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And ſealed ypon a ſingle lable with the great ſeale in 
yealow waxe. 


A DECLARATI 
ON OF THE KING OF 


NAVARRE, VPON THE 


treatiſe ofthe Truce made berweenc the 
French king, and the ſaid L. king 
of Nauarre. 


& Enrie by the grace of God, King of 

> Nauarre, firſt Pzince of the bloud, 
E chiefe Pere, and p2otectoz of the res 
ay fozmed churches of Fraunce, tc. To 
I - all Gouernoꝛs of Pꝛouinces, Caps 


tainsof townes & cities, foztreſſes 
and caſtles, Chieftaines and leaders 
> of men of warre, Maiozs, Conſuls, 
and ſwoꝛne men of townes, Juſti⸗ 
uus und dofficers,as EL of our ſoueraigne Loꝛd the king, as 
to all others to whom it may appertaine, 4 that are vnder 
our authozitie and pꝛotection, Gretting. Whereas it is wel 
knowen to all men that we neuer take oz retayned armes 
in this miſerable warre , but ſo farre asneceſſitie enſoꝛced 
bs: Allo, that we baue by our actions ſufficiently teſtified 
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dur extreame ſozow,feeing our ſelues entangled, and bound 
thereto thzough 


the maliceofthe enemies of this Realme, 
On the other ſide , the deſire that we had to be able to ſerne 
bis Paieltic againſt them foz the reeſtabliſhing of his au⸗ 
 thozitie, and the reſt and tranquilitie of his god Subiectes; 

vet ſuch was the miſchiefe , that our god meaning was by 
lundzie ſleights diſguiſed, ** 


mies lo farre cloaked binder beautifull and fanourable pus, 
tentes, that this Realme was bꝛought fo the point of i ineui⸗ 
table ruine, had not the wildome of our ſaid ſoueraign L 
the king, ſundzie times tontraried and croſled with infinite 
lets, bene ſufficient to diſcerne our innotencie from among 


their launders, he had not alſocuen th2ough their conlozg | 


and diſſimulations eſpied their inueterate malice: And it is 
molt euident that this warre begun vnder colour of religig, 
is euen at once found to be mere warre of cffate ; 

thoſe of the League are not gone to leck oꝛ allaile thoſe ofthe 
religion which we p2ofelle , but haue abufed both the wea⸗ 
pons and authoꝛitie which were to that enddelinered vnta 
them, to get ſuch to wnes of this realme as were fartheſt of 


and leaſt ſuſpected foꝛ religion: as litle alſo haue they en ⸗ 


played their pꝛeachers in the conuerſion of thoſe whom they 
did pꝛetend to be hereticks but confrariwiſe they haue vſed 
them in all townes to the lubuerſion of this realme, as fire⸗ 
bꝛandes to kindle the eſtate.to ſubozne the ſubiects againf 
their pzince , to make them retect all obedience to their ma⸗ 
giſtrates, to frame them to ſeditions and alterations, with- 
out any reſpect toconfound all things both diuine and hus 
maine: whereby haue happened to the great griele of all 
god men, an incredible renolt thzoughont this nation a⸗ 
gainſt our ſoueraigne Lozd the king, and conſequently ſuth 
Aconfuſion in ſundꝛy townes and pꝛouinces that the pꝛe⸗ 
tended ſhadow of piety and iuſtice bath quite extinguiched 
the bodp, the keare ol God, the reuerence of his true image, 
and thelawfull and ſoueraigne Magiſtrate by him inſti⸗ 
tuted in theſe extremities:wherevpon acknowledging out 
duetie vnto our ſaid ſoueraigne Lozd the Ring, and euen 
from the bottome of our hart bewayling the ralamitit ol 
this eſtate and people, we haue withdzawen our ſelues vn ⸗ 
to his Maieſtie, and at his fete pꝛeſented him our liues and 
gods to aſliſt him againſt his enimies, foz the recftabliſh- 
ment othis auihoꝛitie and his god ſubiects ;P2ofeſting,/as 
beloze we 1 but his forunce' — 


na euer man may iudge thatif we hadotherwiſe on. 
we had fit occaſio fo helpe our ſelues by ppublike: 
who did vs this honoz to acknowledge vs + willin 

tept ol our god willes;alſo to end ta giue vs better me 
| to ſerue bim be reſolued vpon a Truce 9g ablline, 
warre with all hoſtilitie, whereof we hope thzoi gh. 
| helpe, of a god peace to enſue. Lherefoze that wir giue 
you to wit, and to all and eneryofyou which acknowledge 


dur authoꝛitie and pꝛatedion, and that haue and doe follow 


that part which we vpyold, euer y one foꝛ himlelfe, that we 
gane treated, decre@d and concluded with gur ſoueraigne 
Lozd the King, vpon a truce oz abſtinente generall from 


mes thꝛougbont this land fa one whole peare, to begin 


the third day of Apꝛill, and to end vpon the like day, as well 
he one as the other therein concluded. herein alſo our 
meaning is to compꝛiſe the ſtate and Countie of Ueniſe 


$ with theſabiects thereof as being vnder the pꝛotection of 


dur laid ſoueraigne Lozd the Bing: eſo conſequently we 

5 2aofozbid allperſons of whatſoeuer eſtate oz calling, nof 
bo attẽpt oꝛ enterpꝛiſe againſt thoſe places where his Mas | 
ielties authozitiets acknowledged, neither againſt the ſaid 
tate oz Countie of Ueniſe, oꝛ in any other place oꝛ places 
1 where we ſhall enter, paſſe by, oz nene e 
ding that there be nothing enterpꝛized agat his g 00 and 
dpal ſubiects, no not againſt p Clergie, neither fo 5 
02 interrupt any thing concerning the Catholike Romane 


q religio, as alſo in caſe by Gods grace we enter whether by 


lurpꝛize, fozce oꝛ otherwiſe into any hold oꝛ towne occupied 
by the enimies, our meaning is there ſhall be no alteration 
inthe ſeruice o2 other matter belonging to the ſatd Catho⸗ 
like Romane religion , accoꝛding as moꝛe at large haue by 
bs bene concluded with our ſoueraigne Lozd the Ring. 

Alo whereas in conſequence of the pzemilles it hath plea⸗ 
led his Maieſtie to graunt and yeld a generall eniopment 
of their gods, + to all thoſe of the religion which we do p20- 
tel andothers ofthis partie,to m_ the ſame during this 


B ty 


te anf intent recipzocally is that al hir gd tug, | 
EE ts Boone enioy their gods | 
an renennes ering hſm thoſe places that we doe 


oth 
5 T3. wo * * 1 
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 zronr wecommannt one enerpofyou fofarreas 


1 te cauſe theſe pꝛeſents to be read, pu⸗ 
led, kept and obſerued in euery point accozs 


15 to their fozme and tenure, ceaſing and cauſing to teaſe 
al troubles and impeachments to the contrarie. In witneſſe 
— WÞhereofwe haue cauſed theſe Pꝛeſents, ſigned with our 
one hande, to be ſealed with our Seale of armes. Gi⸗ 
nen at Saulmur this 24. ot Apzil in the yere ol grace. 189. 


5 | Thus ſigned. 
HENRY. 

And ynderneath, 

BERSIAV. 


And ſealed vpon a ſingle lable with the ſaid Lordes great 
ſeale in redde waxe. 


TIE 


VARRES DECLARATION AT 
"THE PASSAGE OF THE RIVER 
of Loire for the ſeruice of his Maieſtie 
the 18. of Aprill. 1 5 8 9. 


Enry vy the grace of God king of Nauarre, 


5 - 


come, grefing , As it hath pleaſed God to 
cauſe vs to be boꝛne firft Pzince of the bloud, 
and chief Peer of Fraunce: whom nature 
bath tanght to defend his king, law and due⸗ 
tie do bind to maintaine the Eſtate of this Realm: and that 
it may be apparant by the effects know? to euer one, that 


the diſturbers whatſdeuer pꝛetente they take, ſhot at no 7 


ther thing but his Paieſties life and Crowne, neither pu 

pole any other then the diſſipation and vſurping of "his 
Cate, whereof can enſue no other then the confuſion of all 
things both deuine and humane, the extinguiſhing of all oꝛ⸗ 


der pollicie and iuſtice, and the vtter ruine of each one in 


particular and of all the god ſubieds ofthis Realme in ge⸗ 
nerall, enen ſuch as euerp one doth fozeſee and in hart be- 
waile, yea'and the molt part do in effec already fœle if in 
their gods, lines,honours and liberties. 

Foz this cauſe, wee being called of God, nature and 
lawe, to ſo neceſſary a wozke , hanereſolued with our ſel- 


nes to employ our liues, gods and abilities vpon the reſta⸗ 


reflaurationof this Nealme, the paelernatian and deliue- 
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AF tt. To all thoſe to whom theſe pzeſents ſhall _ 


blithment of the king aur ſoueraigne Lozdes authozirie,the 
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7 16' | 
ance(fo far. as in ba may lye)of all the godſibiets of the | 
ſame againſt thoſe who ſo openly haue attempted again 
wot her of his Paieſtie, and dared to enterpaiſe the vſnrs | 
Realme,and 77 almo? to the point of in, 
** which God of his grate 
Wach ages vnder the Facted 
and inuiolable ng of this oo 5 1 
We declare that we haue not, neither will hold foꝛ ent⸗ 1 
mies any other then thoſe who by their effects haue pꝛotlai⸗ 
mede openly declared themlelues en emies to this Nealme : 
who haue ſo much as in them lpeth, extinguiſhed and blot, , 
ted out the name of the king, of the ſoueraigne Magistrate 
ginen vs of God, herefofoze ſacred fo our nation, diſgraded 
bis Parliaments and ſoueraigne Courts, fo farre fozthas | 
ke haue cruelly llaine the pꝛincipall perſonages, againſt 
whoſe dignitie and life, whether foz their Eſtate, oꝛ ro thei 
deſerts, no thenes 2 barbarous people oz vtter enemies fo 
mankind would haue enterpaiſed:tohaue bꝛoken 4 defa- 
ted the leales of the Realme the ſacred inffruments of ws 
ueraigne iuſtice, violating and p2ofaning, ſo farre as they 
might, euen iuſtite it ſelfe ; and to be bꝛiet, ſo cõfoundingall 
things that whereſoeuer their power taketh place there re⸗ 
freth nothing but ſacke, bloud, furie and inſolencie, deſola- 
tion among the people, carcaſes in fhertownes , mourning 
and lamentation in all families, and combuſtion and vni⸗ 
nerſall hozro2 among all ſoztes. Againſt theſe perſons do 
we oppoſe our iuſt weapons: againſt theſe do wo denounce 
warre with all rigour, and agatnfttheſe do we inuite and 
_ adinreall god Frenchmen the kings faithfult ſeruaunts, 
-loners of their cotintrey and defenders of the god lawes 
thereof. fo aſſiſt vs with their vowes; weapons and wealth: 
as being reſolued andalſared that G O D will btelle vs 
and giue vs grace vnder the kings authozitie to chaſtiſe 
them accoꝛding to their deſert, and that he wil no longer 
ſuffer ſo many miſchiels vnpuniſhed, milchiels committed 


vnder a falle emblantpfgodnelſe; ſacriledges ne 


may haue bene entangled in theſe enozmities, 
tranſpoꝛted by furie, others ouercome by a iuſt feare; and 33 
ße moſt part rather ſuboꝛned by ſubtletie, then lead bz: 
their owne mallice: as allo we can not thinck that FTraun ese 
is ſodegenerated as maliciouſlyof ſet purpoſe to renounts — 
4 herfidelitte and lopaltie to her naturall Pꝛince, that is to 
ſap.to the inheritance and patrimonie of her fathers. « 
43 . We, vpon a deſire to ſeparate, ſo farre as lieth in vs, the 
I innocent from the guiltie, and with all diſcretion to vſe the 
I af ſwozd that God hath put into our hand foz the ſeruite 
| of our ſoneraigne Lozd the king, © the pꝛeſeruation of his 
lubiects, doe fignifie to all P2zouinces , townes, tommu⸗ 
IF nalfies,clergie men, nobilitie, and men ot law, captains ot 
nen ok warre, citizens, burgeſſes, and all other perſons of 
I whatffoener condition, eſtate, oz calling, that with all ſperde 
I theyrefirefrom all communication and felowſhip with the 
laid enemies, diſturbers of this eſtate, and reunite them⸗ 
elues vnder his Paieſties obedience, geuing him alſlurance 
their fidelitie and ſeruice. In fo doing, as alſo being by 
them duely certiſted, we will carefully pzeſerue them af 1 
t2ding to ſuch oꝛder as we haue from him and doo deſire to 4 
employ vnder his commandements: other wile, in caſe they N 
hew themſelues either obſtinate oz careleſſe, ws denounce 
againlt them all the miſchiefe that may incurre by the ri⸗ 
a0; ot armes, as wozthie to participate in the iuſt puniſh⸗ 
ments of thoſe,to whoſe iniuſtice and violence they thal mi⸗ 
niſter either conſent o02countenance. We doe conſequently 
entend to pꝛeſerue and maintaine all the good ſubiecs and 
1 ſruantsofour ſoueraigne Loꝛd the king: alſo, thoſe that 
hall (as is afozeſaiv,reunite themſelues vnto him) in their 
gods, liues, honoꝛs, liberties religion t᷑ conſciences, without 
erception o2 acception whatſoener ; eſpectally thoſe of the 
Clergie,of whom we wil the rather take care, betauſe they 
de moꝛe commonly oppoſed to the 8 of warre. 


* 


P2ouided alſo, that foz their partes they remember to lou 
peate, and modeſtly to conteyne themſelues within their 
boundes, whereas ſome of them, to the great repꝛoch of then 
vocation, are become the inſtruments of theſe diſozders, 
_ - Wedoe exrpzeſly fozbid all our men of warre, and other 
our adherents in this our purfaite, not to attempt oʒ enters 
pꝛiſe any thing againſt the kings ſaid god ſubiects and ſer⸗ 
uants,and others to him reconciled as afozeſatd of whatſoes' 
ner ſtate o2 condition: namely againſt the ſaid clergimen, 
oꝛ the places appointed to the vſe of their ecclefiafticallſer, 
uice, wherein we will not that they be any whitmoleſtey, 
vnder paine to the infringers of theſe Pꝛeſents, of puniſh⸗ 
ment and cozrection accozding to the exigence of the caſe 
and the rigoz of our marttall lawes . As alſo, we domoſt 
ftraightlpcommaund our lieutenants generall,gcouernozs; 
officers of our armie,heads and captains,and all other pers 
ſons ot commaund,vdiligetiyto ſet to their hands enery one 
in his calling: vnder paine to the ſaid heads and captaines, 
thzough whole negligfce oz winking at cauſes any miſhap: 
map fall, to anfwere therfoze in their own names 4 perſbs: 
Meuertheleſle, admoniſhing the ſaid god ſubiects and ler ⸗ 
nants ok the king our ſoueraigne Lo2d , of all degrits q cal⸗ 
lings, & all that are to him recõciled as is alozeſaid, to helpe 
to diſtinguiſh the god from the bad, to pꝛeuent the incon⸗ 
uenitces which may moze eaſilie be ſlopped then amended, 
allo in time to retire to vs, and to our ſaid lieutenanks, go⸗ 
- nerno2s and officers,to the end to be furniſhed of pafpo:t$,. 
warrants,and neceſſarie diſpatches : infending nenerthe- 
leſſe,that our ſoueraigne Loꝛd the Kings warrants , made 
ſince the date ol theſe pꝛeſents, ſhalbe inuiolablꝑ kept t ob⸗ 
ſerued , vnder paine of rigoꝛous puniſhment to the bꝛea⸗ 
kers of the ſame , | 
We do here bef&ch all ſtates x degrees of this Realme 
fo ſet befoze their eyes the dommage that hath and cons 
ſequently wilt moꝛe and moze enſue incuery ofthem by 
their confuſjons , The Clergie to confiver how pietie * 


z 


19 

1 weapons, Gods name blaſphemed, . Neligian 

confemned , euery one pzadiſing to play with the ſacrey 
me of faith, when they ſee the greateſt take it fo2 a pꝛe⸗ 
tente to ſhadow the moſt execrable infidelitie that may be. 
| The Nobilitie to note what a fall their ozder hath lately _ 
had, when armes, either the badges ofhereditary Nobilitie 

03 the rewards of vertue, are as it were trailed though the 
mire, committed to a communalties hands, who from liber⸗ 
tie will paſſe to licence, from licence will giue themſetues 
1 onerto all inſolencie, without farther — 
ſene already / ol deſert oꝛ calling . The Pagiſtrates, what 
 thauery is crept in at the gate of common weale, when in 
the chamber of the Peers of this Realme, where ths greatell 
pd reuerence to iuſtice, do leaue of their ſwoꝛds an Atturs 

neyſhall enter in armes accompanied with twentie raſcals 
carvbis ſwozdto the thꝛoat of the Parliament of France, 
and in triumph lead it away in red robes to the Baſtille: 
when a chief Pꝛeſidẽt ſhalbe murthered, trailed about, and 
q hanged at Tholou ze (one that was a zelous follower of his 
Religion, it euer there were any, and the molt fozmall ene⸗ 
my of the confrary) by the conſpiracie of a Biſhop:and with 
what ſhew of hereſie 2 Dh monſters of furie, crueltie and 
barbarouſneſſe, who nenerthelefſe can not line long, vnlefſe 
peraduenture by ſome ſhamefull memoꝛp fo this woꝛld e 
lo the nation that hath boꝛne and doth ſuppozt them, vefes 
fablewhereſoener it commeth to the volleritie. The third 
Cate , who at the leaſt were to take p2ofite of theſe do⸗ 
mages , let them loke whether they be raſedof their taxes 
tloblivies, whether they be diſcharged of themen of warre, 
whether their ſhoppes in the townes,02 their farmes in the 
duntrey be in better caſe , whether the freaſury be better 
bnſbanded then afozetime : : nay contrariwiſe whether de⸗ 
murings be not doubfed , whether the graſſe groweth not 
tefoze their gates, whether fo2 one hand that was wont to 
_ in Þ treaſury there be not th:&: whether it that they 

allhuſbding be not the ſackingof god houſes ginen to poz- 


Cy 
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ters, and the ranſoming ol god men that grone vnder theſe 
dilozders: A matter that can not continue many dapes, 
which expired, the communaltie being fleſhed in the lpoyle of 
' thoſe whom they terme Politicks, as wolues vpon carrion; 
and their boties failing them, wil cruelly & without reſpen 
fall vpon all that be ot any countenance. Let thoſe fowneg 
that haue taken their parte remember in what fate they 
were befo2e,and in what they be now: The traffick(whoſy 
liſt to ſerke it) in the midſt of a foʒreſt: Juſtice, tn þ dungeds 
of the Baſtill 2 Learning, where barbaroufneſſe poſleſleth 
all: et be theſe the meancs that haue bꝛought them to o 
great glozie-and wealth: yea euen the meanes that onely 
could therein enterteine them:At this day it is hereſie to be 
a Politick: but the pollicie that had bꝛought them to their 
flower is runne to contempt: Shoꝛtly it will be an vnpar⸗ 
donable treſpaſſe to be rifch.Mozeouer if they haue any gar⸗ 
riſon their libertie periſheth, and the lickercuſneſle of this 
woꝛd hath made them loſe it: Af they haue no garriſon,then 
are they a p2ay , oppꝛeſſed with gardes and badly kept, at 
enery moment in daunger of ſurpꝛiſe: and thus beholdan 
imaginaryliberfie in ſtead of a pꝛiſon. Neither ſhall the 
ſtelds haue any better bargaine it this miſchief continue. a 
king cannot abide to be diſgraded by his ſubiectes: Nigont 
mulſt be ſet againſt rigour, and fozce againſt ſoꝛce: The li⸗ 
tentiouſneſſe, exceſſe and diſoꝛders of theſe perturbers will 
dzaw on others: Againſt the vſurpation of a ſtraunger his 
Maieſty mult be ſuccoured by ſtraungers:againſt the Spa; 
niardes dzifts with Suitzers and Germaines: our fieldes 
ſhall become fozrefts, our warres pong ſpꝛings, adileals 
common to the labozer and the burgeſſe, to the Gentleman 
and the Clergie: a diſeaſe that will multiply robberies in 
the fieldes and rages in the townes;then woe to the audo2s 
and fauozers of theſe miſeries: the people will convert this 
fury againſt them, and with their bloud will rederme their 
abolition,their owne peace and life, and to their coftes they 
hall ſ& what it is to wzelt the ſcepter from the MG 


authozire the licenttouſneſſe of the people. 

Parke their imaginations, after they haue plucked the 
king out of his thzone , they haue left the place emptp:aſke 
then whom in confetence they will place therein: the Duke 
of Bayenne? What p2tnce is there in Chꝛiſtendome that 
will not withſtand it? that knoweth not himſelſe tobe hurt 
in this example 2 Df our nobilitie, how many families be 
there that will not obey the houſe of Lo2rame 2? much lefſe 
the varlet of varlets? ye houſes honozed with the alliance 
of our kings and pꝛinces about vs, who alſo haue this artt- 
tle aboue the reſt , That they are bozne French and haue 
perſeuered in their birth, what a hart bzeaking will it be 
ſuch to ſtoupe vnder ſo weake a poke? toſee their lines 
and honours at the diſcretion of theſe vpſtarts? whom na⸗ 
ture hath made their equals , whoſe worde the law of the 
Realme hath meaſared with the ſame ft, whom God hath 
no way pzeferred befoze them ſane onely in that he hath 


geuen them ouer fo their owne pꝛeſumplion. How mas, 


ny nes of the houſe ol Bourbon muſt thep pterce befoze 
they come there? Pꝛinces J ſay armed with right with tou⸗ 
rage and with credite againſt this imaginatiue Chimere of 
bſurpation,fo2 whoſe bload the nobilitie wil hazard theirs: 
the Nobilifie which in like alterations findeth it ſelfe fill 
burted with the Monarchie: Nobility; whoſe'honour and 
decree is tied to that of our kings: Pobilitp which to be 
b2tefe can not hope to keepe that degree ouer the commons 
which God hath giuen it, when it ſhall ſe their foneraigne, 
him of whs it holdeth the ſwo2d calf headlong from his. Let 
enery man hold his peace : let vs ſuffer them at leaſure to 
do what they liſt. Al they will ground their vſurpation vpõ 
Charlemains p2etfſes, how will they agree with the Duke 
ofLo2raine and his childzen 2 how ? albeit they will agree 
with the bꝛaunch of Uaudemont? Againe if they thinke the 
trowne due to the deſerts, tothe labours e to the vertnes, 
that is to ſap, to the late Dake of 2 Monopoles, how 


and the ſwo2d from the Pagiltrats therewith to arme and 
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can they fruſtrate his heyꝛe e buf who doubteth that all the 
varlets of the houſe pꝛetend not alhare, that is, that they 
are not reſolued to rent aſunder the late and to ſhare out 
_  D Frenchmen, imagine that your eſtate ſhall then be, 
Theſe out of one extremity into an other are ne⸗ 
ner made without a moſt violent onerthzow : the houſe 
wherein we are now lodged canot be onerth2owen but we 
thall be oppꝛeſſed therein. Dur bodies furne not to wozmeg 
and ſerpents befoze death catcheth hold: theſe ſerpents tan 
not be bo2ne, neither p2ocede out of the body of this eſtate 


belone it be diſlolued, periſhed and rotten, and that we all 


which do not liue, other then in it, muſt runne to ruine. Jt 
is very eaſie to deſire a crowne: it is very eaſie foꝛ a people 
moued and paſſionate againſt their Pꝛince, to thinke vpon 


the alteration of the Eſtate. Betwiene an ambitions deſire 


and the accompliſhment thereof, bet werne your haſty chol⸗ 


lers, and pour reuenges ſo far of, how many daies wozkes 
and battels: what plenty of bloud , ſacke and miſery ? te 
ages oftthe woꝛld will not ſuffiſe to decide this quarrellithe 


ſonne will take the fathers place, and the bꝛother the bꝛo⸗ 
thers: you ſhall make a perpetuall confuſion fo the poſte- 
ritie which ſhall curſe the memozy of your madneſſe, - 


And how much moze conuenient foz you were it to a- 


bꝛidge ſo man calamities with a peace: a peace which out 
of the darke Chaos wherein pou haue plunged pour ſelnes, 
might reduce pou into the light, which might reſtoꝛe you fo 


pour ſelues, to pour nature t to yonr (ences, which might 


deliuer you out of theſe diſquietneſſes wherein vou are, fi 
this labyzinth wherintoyou are entered, which vou do wel 
deme you can not get out of, t whereofin the meane while 
pou le not the end: a peace which might replant euer ons 
in that he loueth:might reſtoꝛe to þ huſbandmũã his plough. 
to the artificer his ſhop, to the marchant his traffick, to the 
countrie aſſurante, to the townes gouernment, e to all men 


invifferently vpꝛight iuſtice:a peace that might returne 3 


qi kings fatherly lone;to bins theodevtincee #tivelirl that 


eſtate both ſoule and body: the body which thzough theſe 
umbitions is haled in a thouland peces:the ſoule, I means 
— that hath pꝛelerued it, which from the higheſt 
gree to the loweſt runnethall to confuſſon. 
—— —— ſounding the very 
- bottome, whether it be the euil that hedothhimſelfe,oz that 
he is to ſuffer : in thefe confuſtons we aſſure our ſelues that 
they who hitherto haue perſiſted in their dueties to his Ma · 
ieſtie, will double their affections and tourage to ſerue him 
from god to better againſt his enimies: that they who vn- 
der ſimplicitp haue Tet themſeines run into their pꝛactiſes, 
would not be inſtruments of their owne deſtruction, by vn⸗ 
dermining the foundation of this eſtate to pulſ it vpo their 
owne heads, but will rather abandon ſo bad a fadion, haue 


recourls to his Pateſties clemency , who fil} keepeth the 


| gate open to all that ſ@ke it. 
As loꝛ ſuch as obſtinately ſhall perſiſt enemies to the 
king, to this Realme p to their otone god, as they ſhall moſt 


wozthy their merites, which God ſoz hismercy haſten vpon 


| leries, x to the weale, peace, i quiet ot fo many paze people. 
An reſpect ol our ſelſe, we pꝛateſt that ambifionarmeth 
1 tonot: ſutficiẽtiy haue we ſhewed that we do deſptte it a it 

it honour enough to vs to be that we are, neither tan 8 ho⸗ 


nourof this Eſtate periſh but we mull detay. And fo litle, 


God is our witneſſe)are we lead by reuẽgs that none hath 
rtteaued moze w2ongs# iniuries the we, neither hath any 
hitherto made [elle purſuite:neither ſhal any be moꝛe libe⸗ 
tall to toꝛgiue ths enemies, if they amend, in any caſe that 


_ fflicteth vs, which we can neither ſee noz fozeſe without 
ee that this Eſtate ſhalbe bꝛought to that point that 


\ 


you owe him:to be b2tefe,a peace that might render to this 
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uſtly purchace Gods waath ex thehatrevof man, ſo are they 
tu expect no other but a fearefull indgement from aboue 


the obſtinate, to the abꝛidging ot᷑ ſo man milſchiefs and mi⸗ 


may cõcerne the tranquilite ⁊ peace of France. That which 


| 
itsharme is fogrowenandftubburne , that — 
holpen without great miſchie. 

From theſe miſchiefes do we pꝛoteſt againft the wound 
and thoſe that made it: he that made the wound is guiltie 
of the fire, the coꝛoſiue, the inciſions, and the griefes that ne · 
ceſſarilie they make. It ſufficeth , and enery one may ſ& it, 


that in that little which we map, we bꝛing the care of the 41 


god ſurgeon that loueth the patient. The enemies in dæde 
that loue the diſeaſe, will, beſides the tron,bzing both hatred 
e fraud, as they that cahaue no tontentatid but in their am 
biti ion auer this eſtate, neither can they content thmſelues 
but in her ſinall death, a death which we will redeeme with 
the pꝛice ol our life and all our gods. But rather (as we 
truſt in God the pzeſeruerof kings and kingdoms) we ſhal 
ſhoztly as the fruite of our labours, ſee the king in his due 
authozity,wheretfo he is bozne,and the Kealme in like fozce 
and dignitie as heretofoze , to the contentment of all gad 
Frenchmen,thecomfozf of ſuch numbers ol poze people,: 
the hart bzeaking ofſuchas doe couet the ruine thereof, 
le doe therefoze beſeech the Lozdes of the Ceurfes of 
Parlement, all gouernozs, lieutenants generall of the 
pꝛouinces, chambers of „ courts of aides, tres 
ſourers generall of Fraunce, pꝛouoſtes, bailiffes, ſene⸗ 
ſchalles, iudges, maioꝛs, ſheriffes, inrats , conſuls , beadbo- 
roughs, s and communaltiesoftownes, and all other 
iuſtices and officers my Lo2d the Kings ſubtectes, to aſſiff, 
fanonrzt leane vnto vs, foz the benefite of his affaires and 
ſeruice: oz ſuch is our deſire. Giuen at Saulmur , the 


IS eighteenth of Aprill,1s 8 9 


signed HENRIE. 
be: the king of N auarre; firſt Prince of the bloud, and 


Pecre of Frauncc. 
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